
Edson News, May 29th, 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians, I hope that all Edson families are healthy and keeping safe during 
this long stretch of closure. Even though our school building is closed to staff and children, and 
your children are home, staff have been busy learning how to navigate the new distance 
learning technology and developing and fine-tuning instruction. Our most important goal is to 
keep the children engaged in learning through Teams live lessons, pre-recorded lessons, district 
software programs, Strive for Five Choice Sheets, paper work packets and more recently, virtual 
field trip experiences. The district is working on plans for opening school in the fall; how that 
will look will be determined by further guidance from the Governor and NYS Education 
Department. 

Regarding grade 4 students- the Edson Team has developed a plan for how to recognize and 
celebrate our fourth grade students moving up to the middle school, but such plans are subject 
to Central Office scrutiny and review to ensure that the plans abide by Department of Health 
expectations. That is why I have not shared our specific plans yet; however, please be assured 
that our school will have something in place for the end of June. 

Regarding grade 4 students transitioning to the middle school- usually we spend time in the 
Spring helping the students become familiar with the middle school. They would visit the 
school, meet the principal, and have an opportunity to ask middle school students questions. 
Given the distance learning format we are dependent on right now, the district is making plans 
for a virtual transition experience that will be shared over Teams etc…. Further details will be 
shared when the plans are finished and I expect the fourth grade students to participate 
sometime in mid-June. 

If you have requested an alternative bus stop for your child(ren) in the past, our office recently 
sent you notice in the mail that you have to reapply every year. Please send those to the Edson 
Office through the mail. I maintain office hours and sort through all received mail. 

I have approximately 20 returned third marking period report cards that were mailed home- 
which means that families may have moved or changed address. Please make sure you email 
Jean Mertine (jmertine@kingstoncityschools.org) if you need to update our school computer 
system with address changes, phone numbers etc..  

We will collect the district Chrome Books on Thursday, June 25th at the school, in a drive thru 
format. I will share out more details towards the end of June. 

Your child’s daily instruction continues through June 25th, so it is important that the children 
continue to log into software and participate in Teams instruction through the next month. 
Please note that there is no regular education K-4 summer school program for the upcoming 
summer. 

Please understand that when your child participates in Teams and they have their camera on, 
not just the teacher, but all the other students in the classroom can see/hear the surroundings 
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of your house. If possible, please try to have your child do their Teams time in a quiet, less busy 
place so there are fewer distractions. I would not want any family member to be embarrassed if 
they pass by when the camera is on (and don’t realize it) etc…. 

From June 22 through June 25, Edson will facilitate drive-thru events to distribute summer 
learning packets, Scholastic Newsletters for summer reading, student belongings/art work that 
has not been picked up, and an opportunity for parents to return library books. I will send out 
more details about the specific days and times in later June. 

Please check my daily announcements (mostly jokes) and weekly birthday wishes on the Edson 
Cougar Announcements Team. I am also sharing some spring project updates about summer 
gardening and bat observation so the students can see me and I can share things I learn about 
the projects. This is just for fun and there are no work expectations linked to my sharing. 
Normally the children see me every day in the cafeteria and we share jokes and stories, so I 
want to stay connected. 

I will continue to provide updates as the we transition into the last month of the school year. If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher, Edson staff 
members or myself. Email is the best way to reach staff members. 

On behalf of all the staff members, we miss seeing the students and we hope that everyone 
stays safe and healthy. Please keep cheering the children on with their virtual learning! 

Regards, Mr. Martin 

 


